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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
UPTON-UPON-SEVERN 


Report  for  the  Year  1950 


To:— 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1950. 

During  this  year  the  Southern  Scheme  for  a  piped  water 
supply  to  the  parishes  of  Holdfast,  Queenhill,  Bushley,  Long- 
don  and  Eldersfield  has  been  passed  after  a  public  inquiry  had 
been  held.  It  is  anticipated  that  works  will  begin  in  1951.  The 
completion  of  this  scheme  will  ease  the  difficulties  that  other¬ 
wise  would  have  been  met  in  siting  new  houses  in  the  Southern 
part  of  the  district. 

The  Housing  survey  has  been  completed,  over  two  thousand 
houses  having  been  inspected  for  this  purpose  since  1945.  The 
figures  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  deserve  careful 
study.  Houses  in  category  “3”  will  in  many  cases  fall  into 
category  “4”  during  the  next  ten  years  and  within  the  same 
period,  rehousing  of  many  persons  living  in  “Category  4” 
houses  will  become  essential.  In  this  survey  280  houses  were 
classified  as  unfit  and  cannot  be  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

Since  1946  just  on  200  houses  have  been  built  and  a  further 
50  are  in  course  of  erection.  By  the  end  of  1950,  post  war  build¬ 
ing  had  not  quite  made  up  for  the  natural  deterioration  of 
housing  accommodation  in  the  district. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  any  district  is  a  useful  yard¬ 
stick  by  which  to  assess  the  housing  situation.  These  figures  are 
instructive.  At  the  end  of  1946  there  were  87  persons  on  the 
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tuberculosis  register — the  number  being  raised  because  of  war¬ 
time  conditions.  The  expected  diminution  of  these  figures  has 
not  occurred,  and  at  the  end  of  1950  there  were  89  persons  on  the 
register,  some  of  whom  are  a  danger  to  their  families  and  the 
community  at  large,  unless  they  can  live  in  proper  surroundings 
without  overcrowding. 

Since  1939  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  popula¬ 
tion,  in  part  owing  to  the  presence  of  new  Government  establish¬ 
ments,  and  increasing  use  of  the  Upton  District  as  a  dormitory 
for  surrounding  towns. 

The  amount  of  building  possible  is  strictly  limited  by  the 
central  Government  departments.  It  appears  inevitable  that 
unless  more  local  freedom  is  granted  and  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  new  houses  built  and  old  houses  reconditioned,  a 
serious  situation  will  arise  in  the  future.  When  the  results  of  the 
population  census  are  published  it  may  be  possible  to  forecast 
more  exactly  the  future  as  well  as  the  present  housing  needs  of 
the  population. 

(Signed)  H.  F.  GREEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Acreage 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  the 
rate  books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

Resident  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Esti¬ 
mate^  •  ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  . . . 

Birth  Rate  (per  i,ooo  of  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation^  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Still-Birth  Rate  (per  i,ooo  live  and  still-births)  ... 

Death  Rate  (per  i,ooo  of  estimated  resident  popu- 
l^ition)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  i,ooo  live  births)  ... 

Comparable  data  for  England  and  Wales,  1950. 

Birth  Rate  ... 

I9eath  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 


DEATHS 

CAUSES  OE  DEATH  (All  Ages) 

Total 


Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  ...  i 

Cancer  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  23 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries  ...  73 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  diseases  7 

Diseases  of  digestive  system  ...  ...  i 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  ...  3 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  2 

Violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


176 


50,947 

3.706 

£61,700 

£263 


14.630 

13- 9 
33-17 

12-03 

14- 7 


15-8 
1 1  -6 
29-8 


M.  F. 
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9 

34 
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4 

4 

I 

3 

7 
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12 

14 

39 

6 
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2 
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12 


91 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Services. 

Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out,  as  before,  by  arrangement 
with  the  County  Laboratory  at  the  County  Buildings.  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  are  now  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Clinics. 

There  are  none  provided  by  this  Authority. 

The  County  Council  have  provided  by  local  arrangement  with 
Voluntary  Committees,  for  Infant  Welfare  Centres  to  be  held  at 
the  following  places: — 


Upton-upon- Severn  ...  ist  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  the  month 

at  2.30  p.m. 

Welland  ...  ...  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  in  the  month 

at  2.30  p.m. 

Hanley  Swan  ...  3rd  Wednesday  in  the  month  at 

2.30  p.m. 


Kempsey  ...  ...  ist  Thursday  in  the  month  at 

2.30  p.m. 

Clinics  are  also  provided  at  Worcester  and  Malvern  under 
arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council,  for  Maternity  and 
Eye  Cases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  most  severe  outbreak  of  measles  that  has  occurred  since 
1942  started  in  May  and  lasted  until  the  end  of  the  year  before  it 
finally  ceased. 

Three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  within  three  weeks  of 
one  another.  In  spite  of  extensive  enquiry  it  was  impossible  to 
establish  even  the  remotest  connection  between  these  cases. 

Visits  to  premises  for  investigation  ...  ...  10 

Premises  disinfected  after  notifiable  diseases  ...  ii 

Premises  disinfected  after  other  diseases  ...  i 
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Tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  1950  the  tuberculosis  register  contained  the 
names  of  41  males  and  47  females,  who  normally  reside  in  the 
district. 

During  the  year  14  new  cases  were  notified,  ii  on  account  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  3  because  of  the  presence  of  the 
disease  in  part  of  the  body  other  than  the  lungs. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1950. 


.\o  age 

Specified 

CO 

+ 

0 

45-64 

yrs. 

1 

CO 

tH 

20-34 

yrs. 

y^ 

t-H 

15-19 

yrs. 

CM 

rH 

10-14 

yrs. 

CM 

0 

•rH 

1 

5-9 

yrs. 

CM 

94 

CO 

rH 

4-5 

yrs. 

■rH 

0 

CM 

1 

CO 

r-H 

(M 

1 

2-3 

yrs. 

CO 

y^ 

1-2 

yrs. 

lO 

Under 

1  year 

CM 

CO 

All 

Ages 

l> 

O'! 

tH 

150 

0 

■rH 

CM 

CM 

rH 

CM 

DISEASE.  \ 

1 

1 

1 

SCARLET  FEVER 

PNEUMONIA . 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

MEASLES  . 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

DYSENTERY . 

ERYSIPELAS . 

POLIOMYELITIS  ... 
(non-Paralytic) 

POLIOMYELITIS  ... 
{Paralytic) 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1950. 
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Estimated  mid-year  child  population,  1950  ...  ...  1)035.  i  1)7^4 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1950 


To:— 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  a  report  of  the  work  of 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ended  December,  1950. 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

General  complaints 

School  inspections  (sanitary  accommodation) 

Visits  for  water  and  milk  sampling 
Visits  to  food  shops 
Drains  tested 
Cow  shed  inspections 

Housing  Act,  1949: 

Visits  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants 
Inspections,  tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Drainage  inspections 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  ... 
Visits  to  hop  pickers’  dwellings 

Repair  licences  inspections  (Civil  Building  Control)  ... 

Miscellaneous  and  re-inspections 

Visits  in  connection  with  Requisitioned  property 

Investigations  of  Overcrowding 

Visits:  National  Assistance  Act 

Verminous  Premises  fumigated 

Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. 

No.  of  premises  inspected 


No.  of  notices  served 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


New  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1935,  came  into  operation  on  30th  July,  1950. 

These  byelaws  were  made  by  the  Council  for  securing  the 
observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in 
connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food 
sold  or  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 

This  is,  indeed,  progress,  in  so  far  that  we  now  have  ad¬ 
ditional  power  to  enforce  a  standard  which  previously  could  be 
attained  only  by  persuasion. 

Although  in  the  majority  of  cases,  food  handlers  are  usually 
very  co-operative,  there  is  always  the  offender  who  is  adverse  to 
making  any  change,  even  for  the  better. 

Bakehouses. 

During  the  year  baking  was  discontinued  in  one  bakehouse  and 
this  entry  has  been  deleted  from  the  Register.  The  premises 
concerned  were  considerably  below  the  standard  required,  and 
the  Owner,  faced  with  the  prospect  of  carrying  out  extensive 
alterations  and  improvements,  decided  to  obtain  supplies  of 
bread  from  a  wholesale  Bakery  in  an  adjoining  district. 

With  the  exception  of  one  other  case,  the  standard  of  the 
bakehouses  is  reasonably  good. 


No.  of  Bakehouses  in  area 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

7 

No.  of  inspections 

No.  of  notices  served  ...^ 

•••  •••  ••• 

r  Cleanliness 

L  Sanitary  Accom. 

21 

Nil 

Nil 

?  Cream. 

No.  of  Manufacturers 

•••  •••  ••• 

Nil 

No.  of  Retailers  ... 

••• 

15 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises 

II 

Cafes,  Kitchens  and  Public  Houses. 

During  the  year,  due  to  the  easing  of  restrictions,  licences 
were  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  in  respect  of  new  catering 
establishments.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  co-operation 
between  the  Ministry  and  Local  Authorities  on  this  matter  and 
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an  inspection  of  such  premises  often  does  not  take  place  until 
after  the  granting  of  the  licence.  Some  misunderstandings 
which  now  arise  could  be  avoided  if  the  Food  Executive  Officer 
could  notify  the  Local  Authority  of  any  such  application  and 
await  a  report  on  the  premises  before  the  question  of  the  licence 
is  considered. 


No.  of  inspections  made 
No.  of  notices  served 


Cleanliness 
Sanitary  Accom. 


23 

Nil 

Nil 


Food  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  Human  Consumption. 


Milk  ... 

...  3 

tins 

Spaghetti 

...  I 

tin 

Soup 

I 

tin 

Herrings  &  Spaghetti  i 

tin 

Powdered  Soup 

8  cartons 

Cereal  Loaf  ... 

I 

tin 

Sausages 

35i 

lbs. 

Pork  Pies 

I 

doz. 

Luncheon  Meat 

•••  5 

tins 

Dutch  Brawn 

I 

tin 

Meat  Roll 

I 

tin 

Salad  Cream 

•••  3 

jars 

Baked  Beans  ... 

•••  5 

tins 

Eggs . 

...  458 

Peas  ... 

...  2 

tins 

Fish  Paste 

I 

jar 

Tomatoes 

...  2 

tins 

Salmon 

I 

tin 

Peeled  Tomatoes 

...  4 

tins 

Cod  Fillets  ... 

...  82 

lbs. 

Beetroot 

...  2 

tins 

Herrings 

...  60 

lbs. 

Plums... 

...  7 

tins 

Soft  Roes 

...  44 

lbs. 

WATER  SAMPLING 

Private  Wells. 

No.  of  Samples  submitted  for  Analysis  ...  ...  68 

Result — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

No.  of  wells  cleaned  and  repaired  as  a  result  of  in¬ 
formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 
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Swimming  Baths. 

No.  of  privately  owned  swimming  baths  open  to 

public  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  ... 

Result — Satisfactory  ... 

Unsatisfactory 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  little  headway  was  made  regarding  the  short¬ 
age  of  housing  accommodation,  and  at  the  end  of  December  the 
Council’s  waiting  list  was  still  a  formidable  one  containing  the 
names  of  over  500  applicants. 

No.  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  59 

{a)  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

{b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  13 

Table  showing  number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Local 
Authority  as  part  of  the  Post  War  programme: 


Year 

Houses  Completed 

In  Course 
of  Erection 

1946 

10 

— 

1947 

27 

— 

1948 

53 

— 

1949 

8 

— 

1950 

46 

50 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 


The  Housing  Survey  of  the  district  was  completed  during 
the  year,  and  the  table  below  shews  the  number  and  classification 
of  the  premises  inspected  in  each  Parish. 

Although  the  present  Housing  policy  is  based  upon  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  new  houses,  the  information  obtained  will  be  of 
considerable  assistance  when  it  is  again  possible  to  enforce  the 
general  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts. 


Parish 

Houses 

Insp. 

C 

^lassifi 

cation’ 

t: 

Houses  included  in 
the  preceding  four 
categories  which  have 
been  noted  for  action 
under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Act. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

Berrow 

41 

I 

9 

20 

1 1 

7 

Birtsmorton  ... 

29 

- 

5 

16 

8 

3 

Bushley 

35 

I 

12 

19 

3 

4 

Castlemorton 

102 

— 

37 

43 

22 

9 

Croome  D’Abitot  ... 

25 

— 

18 

7 

— 

Earls  Croome 

32 

— 

22 

5 

5 

I 

Eldersfield 

67 

- 

9 

42 

16 

10 

Guarlford 

44 

3 

17 

14 

10 

6 

Hanley  Castle 

146 

3 

72 

59 

12 

9 

Hill  Croome 

20 

— 

4 

1 1 

5 

I 

Holdfast 

18 

7 

8 

3 

2 

Kempsey 

278 

32 

117 

95 

34 

35 

Little  Malvern 

10 

- 

2 

5 

3 

— 

Longdon 

47 

— 

14 

30 

3 

2 

Madresfield  ... 

SO 

3 

26 

20 

I 

— 

Newland 

31 

I 

14 

15 

I 

— 

Queenhill 

18 

9 

4 

5 

— 

Pendock 

20 

— 

3 

15 

2 

4 

Powick 

367 

32 

122 

173 

40 

19 

Ripple 

127 

- 

47 

50 

30 

9 

Severn  Stoke 

118 

2 

44 

54 

18 

13 

Upton-upon-Severn 

340 

18 

148 

129 

45 

98 

Welland 

48 

2 

10 

33 

3 

I 

2,013 

1 14 

752 

867 

280 

233 

*(i)  In  all  respects  fit. 

(2)  Minor  defects. 

(3)  Major  defects. 

(4)  Unfit,  and  cannot  be  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  regarding  applica¬ 
tions  for  Improvement  Grants  received  during  the  year. 


Applications  considered  by 
Local  Authority. 

Applications  submitted  to  Regional 
Office  of  Ministry. 

Approved 

Rejected 

Approved 

Rejected 

Under  considera¬ 
tion  at  end  of 
year. 

7 

— 

I 

2 

3 

One  of  the  applications  approved  by  the  Council  and  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Ministry  for  consideration  was  eventually  with¬ 
drawn. 


Two  were  rejected — one  because  the  work  was  commenced 
before  approval  obtained,  and  one  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
applicant  did  not  include  the  fees  of  the  Architect,  which  amount 
caused  the  application  to  exceed  the  limit  of;(^6oo  os.  od. 


Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year : 

Public  Health  Acts : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notice  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  3 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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SEWERAGE 


Sewers  and  disposal  works  are  provided  and  maintained  in 
the  following  parishes: — 


Upton-upon-Severn 
Kempsey 
Callow  End 
Earls  Croome 
Hanley  Castle 
Hanley  Swan 
Powick 


Pumping  Scheme 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Gravitation 

ditto 

ditto 


A  number  of  smaller  schemes  dealing  with  sewage  from  small 
groups  of  houses  are  also  in  existence. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Area  served 

Service 
Disposal  ... 

Approximate  amount  of  refuse  ... 
The  refuse  collection  is  carried 


Whole  area  about  85%  of 
properties. 

Fortnightly  in  most  areas. 
To  three  tips. 

1,100  tons  per  year. 

t  by  direct  labour. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

No.  of  infestations  treated  ... 

Private  houses  ... 

Business  premises 
No.  of  other  infestations  ... 

No.  of  complaints  received 


95 

56 

25 

14 

49 


During  the  year  new  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation,  and  the 
additional  work  entailed  necessitated  the  appointment  of  a  full¬ 
time  operator. 
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This  work  is  now  ably  carried  out  by  Miss  D.  Clements,  who, 
previous  to  her  appointment  had  served  with  the  Worcester 
Agricultural  Committee  in  a  similar  capacity. 

A  free  treatment  is  given  in  respect  of  private  dwellings,  but 
a  charge  based  upon  time  and  material  is  made  in  the  case  of 
business  premises. 


(Signed)  E.  CROMWELL, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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EBENEZER  BAVLIS,  WORCESTER  AND  LONDON 


